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land, and leaving twenty men to look after their boats,
they went, eighty strong, up country. Before they had
travelled a mile and a half they found a house made of
boughs, in which were stored the goods of Oxenham's
party and the gold and silver they had captured. Con-
tented with this, Ortega conveyed the treasure back to
his boats and renounced any further attempt to follow
the English pirates.

But at the end of three days Oxenham came back to
the riverside with his men and above 200 negroes, and set
upon the Spaniards with great fury. Nevertheless the
Spaniards sheltered themselves behind trees, and thus in
the end prevailed; for they killed eleven Englishmen and
five negroes, besides taking seven English prisoners. In
this action they lost only two of their own men. The
Spaniards enquired of their prisoners why, in the fifteen
days which had elapsed since they had quitted the Pearl
Islands, they had not made off far beyond any pursuit.
They replied that their captain had commanded them to
carry all the gold and silver which they had to the place
where their ship had been left, and that they had promised
to do this, even though they made four journeys backwards
and forwards across the isthmus; for Oxenham had sworn
that a share of the plunder should be paid to every man*
Yet apparently some mistrust of Oxenham's good faith
was felt, and a mutinous feeling had shown itself amongst
the English seamen. Consequently Oxenham in his anger
had engaged 200 negroes to carry the treasure. The five
English seamen who had been left to guard the pinnace,
and who had escaped from the first attack of the Spaniards,
had told Oxenham how the house of boughs in the wood
had been destroyed and the treasure taken away. Where-
upon Oxenham had patched up a peace with his mutinous